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From  the  Young  Church  in  Pittsburgh  to  the  World 


"If  my  people  whom  I  have  named  my  own  submit  and 
pray  to  me  and  seek  me  and  turn  back  from  their  evil 
ways,  I  will  hear  from  Heaven  and  forgive  their  evil  ways, 
will  hear  from  Heaven  and  forgive  their  sins  and  heal 
their  land." 
II  Chronicles  7:14 


n 


The  twentieth  century  has  brought  a  crisis  to  our 
understanding  of  man  and  his  destiny.  It  is  a  time  of 
kaleidoscopic  change  which  manifests  itself  in  terms 
of  chaotic  confusion.  A  mood  of  restlessness  bor- 
dering on  despair  permeates  much  of  our 
civilization.  The  naive  optimism  of  nineteenth 
century  humanism  has  given  way  to  various  kinds  of 
nihilism.  The  rise  of  atheistic  existentialism  has  cast 
a  shadow  on  any  possible  discussion  of  the  meaning 
of  human  existence. 

Martin  Heidegger  has  been  one  of  the  most 
significant  voices  of  contemporary  philosophy.  He 
sees  man  trapped  in  the  chaos  of  time.  Man  is  con- 
scious of  the  passing  of  time,  but  he  is  threatened  by 
the  fact  that  he  does  not  know  from  whence  he  has 
come  and  where  he  is  going.  Man  is  trapped  in  a  state 
of  what  Heidegger  calls  "Geworvenheit" 
(throwness);  that  is,  he  feels  that  he  has  been 
chaotically  hurled  or  thrown  into  life  with  the  only 


about  you?  You  are  insignificant  and  so  am  I.  Why 
should  we  prefer  life  over  death?  What  is  so  special 
about  life?  Why  should  man  be  valued  over  a  stone? 
More  devastating  to  man  than  a  hostile  universe  is 
an  indifferent  one.  With  this  kind  of  world-view 
present  today,  is  it  any  wonder  why  we  ask  Alfie 
what  it's  all  about? 

HUMANISM  AS  A  PENULTIMATE  SOLUTION 

Humanism  is  not  a  recent  phenomenon  in  history. 
Various  forms  of  humanism  have  appeared 
throughout  recorded  history.  It  was  the  ancient 
philosopher  Protagoras  who  issued  the  motto  HOMO 

MENSURA,  i.e.,  "Man  is  the  measure."  In 
Protagoras'  thinking,  man  was  the  yardstick  of  all 
virtue  and  ideals.  The  goal  of  creation  was  seen  in 
that  which  most  exalts  man.  Concern  for  man  is  at 
the  heart  of  all  forms  of  humanism.  Since 
Christianity  is  also  deeply  concerned  about  man,  it  is 


and  promises  participation  in  this  goal  for  his 
creation.  The  Biblical  concept  of  sabbath  rest  in- 
volves far  more  that  a  respite  from  labor.  It  points  to 
the  end  of  man's  RESTLESSNESS.  Where  there  is 
anxiety  there  is  no  rest.  Where  there  is  sin  there  is 
anxiety.  If  the  vertical  relationship  between  man  and 
God  is  not  healed,  there  is  no  sabbath.  The  rest  and 
the  holy  are  inseparable.  Man  is  created  as  the 
image-bearer  of  God.  Whatever  else  this  involves,  it 
certainly  includes  that  man  is  given  the  privilege  and 
the  responsibility  to  mirror  and  reflect  the  glory  and 
holiness  ;>f  God.  When  this  task  is  violated  by  sin, 
when  the  goal  of  holiness  is  not  reached,  the  result  is 
restlessness.  This  is  the  result  of  devastating  in- 
trusion of  chaos  in  our  lives.  In  sin,  people  are 
violated  and  anxiety  becomes  the  order  of  the  day. 
Our  sin  makes  us  "under-achievers"  who  are 
doomed  (apart  from  Christ)  to  spend  our  days  in 
everlasting  restlessness  as  we  seek  to  achieve  and 


certain  possibility  that  lies  before  him  is  death.  This 
situation  provokes  a  feeling  of  "anxt"  or  anxiety  in 
the  person.  How  a  man  deals  with  this  anxiety 
determines  how  authentic  his  existence  will  be.  If  the 
person  succumbs  to  this  kind  of  anxiety,  he  destroys 
his  authentic  existence.  Authentic  existence  is 
achieved  only  by  the  courage  to  live  in  freedom  in 
spite  of  the  ominous  future.  Life  is  ultimately 
meaningless.  The  only  meaning  there  is,  is  the 
meaning  the  existential  hero  creates  for  himself.  In 
this  view,  it  is  the  creative  power  of  man,  not  God, 
that  gives  any  hope  to  life. 

Similar  strains  are  found  in  Frederick  Nietzsche 
who  gave  an  earlier  formulation  to  nihilism.  It  was 
Nietzsche  who  declared  that  God  is  dead  and  what  is 
left  is  the  nihil  (NOTHINGNESS).  There  are  no 
values  or  purpose  save  what  we  create  for  ourselves. 
The  inauthentic  man  flees  into  the  security  of  the 
group  and  finds  his  solace  in  the  morality  of  the  herd. 
He  becomes  a  slave  to  the  herd  lest  he  is  forced  to 
face  the  threat  of  the  nihil. 

Existentailism  has  done  much  to  focus  our  at- 
tention on  the  start  naked  realities  of  chaos  that 
confront  us  in  the  human  predicament.  They  have 
made  it  impossible  to  sweep  the  threatening  aspects 
of  human  existence  under  some  neatly  woven 
metaphysical  rug.  They  have  screamed  a  loud 
"No!"  to  all  contrived  systems  which  fail  to  take  the 
human  tragedy  seriously.  However,  they  leave  us 
with  no  answer  to  chaos  except  a  blind  leap  of  faith  or 
courage  which  is  equally  chaotic.  If  there  are  no 
values,  then  existentialism  cannot  be  a  value. 
Perhaps  the  most  consistent  answer  to  chaos  in 
existential  terms  would  be  silence.  But,  of  course, 
the  existentialist  feels  no  need  to  be  consistent.  For 
him  to  be  consistent  would  be  to  deny  his  own  view  of 
the  chaotic. 

Other  answers  have  been  provided  for  modem 
man's  understanding  of  his  predicament.  From  the 
mechanistic  determinists  and  hyper-evolutionists, 
we  get  some  answer  to  the  origin  of  man  and  some 
clue  to  his  destiny.  In  this  view,  man  is  the  highest 
point  on  the  evolutionary  scale  of  life  that  emerged 
out  of  the  primordial  slime.  Man,  the  grown-up  germ 
is  the  result  of  cosmic  accidental  forces  whose 
destiny  is  still  in  the  hands  of  indifferent,  impersonal 
forces.  This  view  gives  more  insight  into  the  origin  of 
human  existence  and  does  not  leave  us  in  total 
darkness  as  to  the  whence  of  human  existence  as 
existentialism  does.  However,  it  also  leaves  us  with  a 
philosophy  of  insignificance  in  that  man  begins  in  the 
slime  and  is  destined  for  organic  disorganization  or 
disintegration. 

This  mechanistic  view  of  man  has  succeeded  in 
putting  to  rest  the  mystery  of  cosmogany,  but  has 
failed  to  give  us  any  understanding  of  the  meaning  of 
life.  All  kinds  of  attempts  have  been  made  to  develop 
a  sense  of  ethics  that  would  relate  to  man  in  this 
system.  All  have  failed.  Why  should  I  give  a  damn 


often  difficult  to  distinguish  between  Christianity 
and  humanism.  Both  seek  the  healing  of  estranged 
relationships,  and  both  seek  the  honoring  of  the 
dignity  of  man.  However,  the  ground  basis  for 
dignity  is  radically  different  in  humanism  and 
Christianity.  The  Christian  sees  the  horizontal 
relation  of  man  to  man  as  being  inseparably  related 
to  the  vertical  relationship  of  God  and  man.  To  deal 
with  man  merely  at  the  human,  horizontal  level  is  to 
neglect  the  vital  ground  basis  of  that  horizontal 
relationship.  The  murder  of  Abel  by  Cain  followed 
the  violation  of  God  in  the  garden  situation.  The 
estrangement  was  first  vertical  before  it  manifested 
itself  horizontally.  In  Jesus'  summary  of  the  law,  he 
appealed  to  the  Great  Commandment,  "Thou  snalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart... and  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself."  Humanism  isolates  the  latter 
from  the  former  and,  thus,  leaves  us  with  a 
penultimate  solution. 

How  does  humanism  establish  the  dignity  of  man? 
Without  the  creation  motif,  the  humanist  is  left  with 
an  arbitrary  and  irrational  basis  of  man's  dignity.  If 
the  origin  of  man  is  purposeless,  why  should  dignity 
be  ascribed  to  man?  Apart  from  sentimental 
reasons,  what  reasons  may  be  given  for  the 
assumption  that  man  has  any  more  dignity  than  a 
stone?  Since  the  advent  of  the  Christian  faith  in 
History,  humanism  has  constantly  incorporated 
much  of  the  Christian  ethic  and  value  system,  but 
has  ripped  the  ethic  out  of  its  theological  context 
which  alone  can  give  sense  to  the  ethic.  As  a  man  I 
resent  someone  making  moral  demands  upon  me 
and  telling  me  I  "ought"  to  do  this  or  that  without 
giving  a  reason.  Human  dignity  and  value  cannot 
rest  as  mere  "givens"  of  human  experience.  To  be 
sure,  our  experience  screams  to  us  that  life  is 
valuable  and  that  man  is  a  creature  of  the  highest 
worth  and  dignity,  but  that  scream  becomes  a 
clanging  symbol  if,  in  fact,  man  is  a  germ  with  no 
destiny  ')ut  death. 

The  Biblical  view  of  creation  is  not  one  that 
retreats  from  coming  to  grips  with  the  threat  of 
chaos.  The  Christian  confesses  a  God  who  has  power 
far  greater  than  the  forms  of  chaos.  The  goal  of  His 
creation  is  not  chaos,  but  order.  The  Spirit  moves 
over  the  waters  and  out  of  the  abyss  and  the  void 
comes  order.  Out  of  the  darkness  comes  the  piercing 
light.  The  creation  account  moves  in  a  rising 
crescendo  through  one  day  and  then  another  until  a 
moving  climax  is  reached  on  the  sixth  day.  On  this 
day,  the  crowning  act  of  God's  creation  is  reached. 
God  created  man.  It  is  the  sixth  day  that  has  grasped 
our  attention.  We  seem  to  be  preoccupied  with  this 
day  as  we  see  nothing  beyond  the  level  of  man. 

The  sixth  day  however,  is  not  the  climax  of 
creation.  It  is  the  penultimate.  The  ultimate  goal  of 
creation  is  discovered  on  the  seventh  day.  The 
seventh  gives  accent  to  REST  and  to  HOLINESS. 
God  rests  on  the  sabbath  and  consecrates  his  rest 


succeed  to  make  up  for  our  failure  to  be  fully  the 
image  of  God.  The  debtor  who  can't  pay  constantly 
seeks  fortune,  but  his  ship  never  comes  in. 
St.  Augustine  began  his  CONFESSIONS  with  the 
statement,  "0  God,  thou  hast  made  us  for  thyself, 
and  our  hearts  are  restless  until  they  find  their  rest 
in  thee."  Here  Augustine  gets  to  the  heart  of  the 
matter.  Man  in  creation  bears  the  mark  of  Cain,  the 
sense  of  wandering,  of  lostness,  until  his  root 
relationship  to  his  creator  is  restored.  The  West- 
minster Catechism  begins  with  the  question,  "What 
is  man's  chief  end?"  The  answer  reads:  "Man's 
chief  end  is  to  glorify  God  and  to  enjoy  Him  forever. " 
Here  the  connection  between  glorifying  God  and  joy 
is  clear.  When,  in  disobedience,  we  dishonor  God  and 
'fall  short  of  his  glory',  we  experience  restlessness. 
Joy  is  tied  to  obedience.  The  pursuit  of  happiness 
becomes  thepursuit  of  the  will-o'-the-wisp  if  the 
chase  is  a  retreat  from  obedience  to  God. 

The  great  folly  of  man  is  in  thinking  that  happiness 
is  to  be  found  outside  of  paradise.  The  wisdom  of 
Jesus  was  in  his  understanding  of  the  purpose  of 
creation.  He  fulfilled  the  image  of  God.  His  meat  and 
drink  was  to  do  the  will  of  the  Father.  His  command 
was  to  "seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you."  (Matt.  6:33)  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  a 
happy  man. 


THE  HOLINESS  OF  GOD  AND  THE  DIGNITY  OF 

MAN 

Man's  dignity  is  rooted  in  the  holiness  of  God.  His 
dignity  is  derived  and  dependent.  His  dignity  is  a 
reflection  of  God's  dignity.  When  man  seeks  dignity 
in  himself,  he  succumbs  to  the  primordial  temp- 
tation, "You  shall  be  as  God,"  and  exchanges  his 
dignity  for  arrogance.  Man,  being  not  satisfied  with 
the  status  of  the  highest  of  God's  creatures  despises 
his  dignity  and,  in  his  lust  for  power,  loses  the  dignity 
he  has.  Created  man  is  not  satisfied  with  freedom ;  he 
quests  for  autonomy,  and  finds  slavery.  Man  is  man 
and  he  cannot  be  God.  Somehow  man  hasn't  learned 
that.  Here  is  where  Christ  stands  in  sharp  contrast 
with  the  rest  of  humanity.  Christ  was  the  one  who 
"did  not  count  equality  with  God  a  thing  to  be 
grasped,  but  emptied  himself,  taking  the  form  of  a 
servant,  being  born  in  the  likeness  of  men."  (Phil. 
2:6-7)  The  first  Adam  was  not  satisfied  with  being  in 
the  likeness  of  God.  He  grasped  arrogantly  for 
equality  with  God.  The  second  Adam  humbly  gave  up 
equality  with  God  and  chose  to  be  in  the  likeness  of 
man! 

Herbert  Richardson  has  done  us  a  tremendous 
service  by  showing  the  relationship  of  God's  holiness 
to  his  dignity.  He  says:  The  KABOD  (glory)  is  not 
His  nature,  or  essence;  it  does  not  define  what  God 
is. 


Nor  is  God's  KABOD  his  very  existence,  for  the 
word  KABOD  cannot  be  used  as  a  proper  name. 
Rather,  God's  KABOD  is  the  weightiness,  heaviness, 
degree  or  dignity  proper  to  His  being  who  He 
is.. .Holiness  refers  neither  to  essence  (i.e.,  to  an 
attribute  of  God's  nature)  nor  to  existence  (i.e.,  to 
God's  very  being) :  rather  it  is  a  DIGNITY. 

In  this  schema,  the  holiness  of  God  is  not  seen  as 
one  attribute  among  many,  but  has  reference  to  the 
totality  of  who  God  is.  Thus,  when  we  speak  of  God's 
holiness,  or  glory,  we  are  dealing  with  God's  dignity. 

The  word  "dignity"  is  very  difficult  to  define.  Yet 
it  is,  on  an  existential  level,  a  very  meaningful  word. 
Many  rocks  have  been  thrown,  and  marches  made, 
in  our  day  over  the  issue  of  human  dignity.  We  grasp 
something  of  its  meaning,  but  clear  definitions  are 
rare.  Again,  Richardson  is  helpful: 

1)  Dignity  is  the  basis  of  authority.  It  gives  weight 
to  words,  i.e.  turns  them  into  commands. 

2)  Dignity  is  the  basis  of  tragedy.  It  is  what  gives 
life  importance  and  redeems  it  from  triviality. 

3)  Dignity  is  the  basis  of  meaning.  It  is  not  iden- 
tical with  meaning..  Even  though  life  may  have 
meaning,  it  may  not  have  dignity. 

Here  dignity  is  tied  in  with  value  and  worth.  A  few 
years  ago,  the  city  of  Boston  was  the  battleground  for 
mobsters.  Over  thirty  gangland  killings  took  place 
within  a  short  period  of  time.  The  citizens  of  the  town 
took  notice  of  these  murders,  but  here  was  no 
vociferous  public  protest  about  it.  Then  an  attorney 
was  "tailpiped"  and  severely  maimed.  At  once  the 
outcry  began.  The  public  shock  over  the  attempted 
murder  of  a  law-abiding  citizen  was  far  greater  than 
the  complaint  over  a  war  between  criminals.  Who  of 
us  can  ever  forget  where  we  were  or  what  we  were 
doing  when  we  heard  the  initial  reports  of  the 
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shooting  of  President  Kennedy?  It  is  known  as  a  day 
of  infamy.  The  nation  was  outraged  by  an  act  which 
was  described  by  the  press  as  diabolical,  demonic, 
inhuman,  etc.  The  nation  vowed  never  to  forget  this 
event.  What  used  to  be  Idlewild  International  Airport 
is  now  Kennedy  International  Airport.  What  used  to 
be  Cape  Canaveral  is  now  Cape  Kennedy.  Countless 
schools,  highways,  buildings,  etc.  all  over  the 
western  world  have  been  named  in  memory  and 
honor  of  John  F.  Kennedy.  Yet,  on  the  same  day,  in 
the  same  city  where  Kennedy  was  killed  another 
man,  a  police  officer,  was  killed  allegedly  by  the 
same  assassin.  Yet  few  people  even  remember  of- 
ficer Tippet's  name.  Why?  Was  his  life  of  less  in- 
trinsic worth  of  value  than  Kennedy's?  Why  don't  we 
have  a  Tippet  International  Airport?  The  answer  to 
these  questions  is  fairly  obvious.  Kennedy's  person 
was  all  tied  up  with  his  office,  with  his  exalted 
position.  He  was  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  had  the  dignity  of  his  office.  When  a  President  is 
killed,  it  is  not  called  murder,  but  assassination.  We 
have  a  distinction  of  dignity  built  into  our 
vocabulary.  Because  of  the  ingredients  of 
AUTHORITY,  TRAGEDY,  and  MEANING,  Ken- 
nedy's murder  was  not  merely  a  crime,  but  a  gross 
and  heinous  crime. 

People  do  not  build  monuments  to  germs.  Few 
people  are  upset  when  a  fly  is  destroyed.  Martin 
Luther  King  didn't  give  his  life  to  a  movement  to 
grant  equal  civil  rights  to  black  germs.  The  issue 
was  the  dignity  of  man  which  is  pure  nonsense  apart 
from  creation.  At  the  gut  level,  in  the  blood  stream  of 
human  experience,  man  assumes  the  dignity  that  is 
ours  in  creation.  The  memory  of  Kennedy's  death  or 
of  King's  death  is  no  longer  a  vital  issue.  Yet  we 
cannot  go  a  city  block  in  any  major  city  of  the 
western  world  without  finding  some  symbol  com- 
memorating the  death  of  Christ.  The  sign  of  the  cross 
is  everywhere.  Not  one  second  ticks  on  the  clock 
where  there  isn't  a  group  of  people  somewhere  in  the 
world  gathered  together  at  a  table  eating  a  meal  "in 
remembrance  of  Him. "The  world  cannot  forget  the 
dignity  of  Christ.  In  him,  the  goal  of  creation  is 
manifested.  He  becomes  the  standard  of  human 
dignity.  .In  him,  the  relationship  of  hoUness  and 
dignity  is  clearly  seen.  John  wrote,  "We  have  beheld 
his  glory."  (John  1:14) 
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Here  is  a  sample  of  Letters  to  Street  Christians: 

"...when  we  told  you  about  Jesus,  we  didn't  use  any 
intellectual  jive  or  rhetoric,  but  only  rapped  the  straight 
"Good  News."  Let's  face  it,  people,  that's  all  there  is- 
the  person  of  Jesus  the  Messiah  and  the  fact  of  His 

death   on   the   cross It   can't   be   done   with    in- 

tellectualism  and  rhetoric  but  only  by  the  convincing 
power  of  God's  Spirit.  Dig  it!  Your  faith  has  to  stand  on 
the  power  of  Jesus  in  your  life,  not  on  any  philosophical 
jive."-  Letter  2(1  Corinthians  2:4-5) 
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Christ  and  following  His  way.       ^  1Mg9  ^ 
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With  the  deluge  of  scientific  predictions  concerning 
man's  eventual  extinction  by  earthquakes,  giant  tidal 
waves,  population  explosion,  thermonuclear  war  or  other 
terrible  forces-  you  should  take  a  look  at  tomorrow 
based  on  Biblical  prophecies.  The  Late  Great  Planet 
Earth  reveals  your  worst  fears,  your  most  optimistic 
hopes.  This  book  opens  the  door  to  the  history  of  the 
future.  Are  you  ready  to  listen?  Cloth,  $3.95;  Paper, 
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By  John  Andre  Weisbrod 

A  16  page  booklet  about  Jesus  with  some  beautiful 

artwork  and  writing.  This  is  Liberation's  first  move  into  a 

booklet.  We  think  it's  right  on.  We  think  you'll  dig  it.  It's 

great  to  pass  out  on  the  street  or  in  the  school. 
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This  Morning  with  God  is  a  unique  daily  devotional  guide 
that  forces  you  to  study  the  Bible  itself.  It  helps  you 
listen  directly  to  what  God  is  saying  in  Scripture. 

The  technique  is  simple:  Each  day  a  few  well-worded 
questions  direct  your  attention  to  what  the  passage  is 
about,  helping  you  discover  how  the  Bible  affects  and 
transforms  life.  It  assumes  you  are  serious  about  the 
content  of  the  Bible,  not  merely  its  historical  or  literary 
merits. 

This  Morning  with  God  enables  you  to  come  to  your 
own  conclusions.  No  spoonfeeding  here.  Rather,  the  joy 
of   independent  discovery.   And   before   you've  gone 
through  the  Bible  (in  5  years)  you'll  have  mastered  an 
approach  that  will  last  a  lifetime. 
This  Morning  with  God,  edited  by  Carol  Adeney 
Introduction,  35  pages,  paper,  3120,  75  cents 
Volume  I,  121  pages,  paper,  668-5,  $1.50 
Volume  II,  130  pages,  paper,  673-1,  $1.50 
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supposition  that  Christianity  is  an  escape  from  reality. 
Here  is  a  solid  study  of  history  and  science  -  a 
fascinating  critique  of  the  major  arguments  against 
Christianity  (includes  Freud,  Marx  and  the  humanists). 
Good  for  the  believer.  Great  for  the  skeptic.  Runaway 
World,  Michael  Green,  125  pages,  paper,  688-X,  $1.50 
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We  live  in  a  revolutionary  age.  So  did  Jesus.  Face  to 
face  with  Pharisees,  Sadducees,  political  leaders  and 
social  outcasts,  Jesus  exposed  his  views  of  life  and 
angered  the  Establishment.  Yet  out  of  these  dialogues 
came  solutions  to  the  problems  of  morality,  authority, 
worship  and  social  responsibility.  This  book  presents 
evangelical  Christianity  as  the  view  of  Jesus  himself.  A 
deeper  study  of  the  issues  introduced  in  Stott's  popular 
Basic  Christianity 

Christ  the  Controversialist,  214  pages,  paper,  731-4, 
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Bruce  studies  historical  evidence  for  the  reliability  and 
the  truth  of  the  New  Testament. 
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BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  — A  PROCLAMATION 


Whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  devoutly  rec- 
ognizing the  supreme  authority  and  just  government  of 
Almighty  God  in  all  the  affairs  of  men  and  of  nations,  has 
by  a  resolution  requested  the  President  to  designate  and 
set  apart  a  day  for  national  prayer  and  humiliation;  and 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  to 
own  their  dependence  upon  the  overruling  power  of  God, 
to  confess  their  sins  and  transgressions  in  humble  sorrow, 
yet  with  assured  hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead 
to  mercy  and  pardon,  and  to  recognize  the  sublime  truth, 
announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven  by  all  his- 
tory, that  those  nations  only  are  blessed  whose  God  is  the 
Lord; 

And,  insomuch  as  we  know  that  by  His  divine  law  na- 
tions, like  individuals,  are  subject  to  punishments  and 
chastisements  in  this  world,  may  we  not  justly  fear  that 
the  awful  calamity  of  civil  war  which  now  desolates  the 
land  may  be  but  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us  for  our 
presumptuous  sins,  to  the  needful  end  of  our  national 
reformation  as  a  whole  people?  We  have  been  recipients 
of  the  choicest  bounties  of  Heaven;  we  have  been  preserved 
these  many  years  in  peace  and  prosperity;  we  have  grown 
in  numbers,  wealth,  and  power,  as  no  other  nation  has 
ever  grown.  But  we  have  forgotten  God.  We  have  forgot- 
ten the  gracious  hand  which  preserved  us  in  peace  and 
multiplied  and  enriched  and  strengthened  us,  and  we  have 
vainly  imagined,  in  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  that 
all  these  blessings  were  produced  by  some  superior  wisdom 
and  virtue  of  our  own.  Intoxicated  with  unbroken  success, 
we  have  become  too  self-sufficient  to  feel  the  necessity  of 


redeeming  and  preserving  grace,  too  proud  to  pray  to  the 
God  that  made  us. 

It  behooves  us,  then,  to  humble  ourselves  before  the 
offended  Power  to  confess  our  national  sins,  and  to  pray 
for  clemency  and  forgiveness. 

Now,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request,  and 
fully  concurring  in  the  views  of  the  Senate,  I  do  by  this 
my  proclamation  designate  and  set  apart  Thursday,  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1863,  as  a  day  of  national  humiliation, 
fasting,  and  prayer.  And  I  do  hereby  request  all  the  people 
to  abstain  on  that  day  from  their  ordinary  secular  pursuits, 
and  to  unite  at  their  several  places  of  public  worship  and 
their  respective  homes  in  keeping  the  day  holy  to  the  Lord 
and  devoted  to  the  humble  discharge  of  the  religious  duties 
proper  to  that  solemn  occasion. 

All  this  being  done  in  sincerity  and  truth,  let  us  then 
rest  humbly  in  the  hope  authorized  by  the  divine  teachings 
that  the  united  cry  of  the  nation  will  be  heard  on  high  and 
answered  with  blessings  no  less  than  the  pardon  of  our 
national  sins  and  the  restoration  of  our  now  divided  and 
suffering  country  to  its  former  happy  condition  of  unity 
and  peace. 

In  .witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 
30th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1863  -  - . 


By  the  President: 
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CLARK  H. 


One  of  the  best  kept  secrets  from  the  public  at 
large  in  the  twentieth  century  has  been  the  death  of 
hope  and  the  loss  of  the  human.  From  every  direc- 
tion, from  painting,  music,  literature,  theatre,  films, 
an  avalanche  of  testimony  has  been  building  up 
announcing  grimly  man's  agonizing  dilemma  in  this 
post-Nietzschean  epoch  of  the  decomposition  of  his 
gods.  In  Christian  apologetics  as  in  theology,  the  Law 
is  preached  before  the  Gospel,  in  order  that  the 
unregenerate  man  be  exposed  and  unmasked  before 
the  demands  of  a  holy  God,  and  directed  to  the  road 
of  grace.  The  wicked  are  like  chaff  (Ps.  1 :4-6),  they 
have  no  valid  starting  point  for  their  thinking  (Prov. 
1:7),  and  the  foundation  of  their  habitation  is  sand 
(Mt.  7:26).  No  flesh  can  boast  in  the  presence  of  God 
(I  Cor.  l:29;Rom.3:19f).  Indeed  the  emperor  in  the 
ancient  legend,  despite  all  of  his  pomposity  and 
pride,  had  no  clothes.  So  it  is  with  modern  man  if  he 
continues  to  by-pass  the  redemption  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

In  this  latter  third  of  the  twentieth  century,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  once  proud  dogmas  of  optimistic 
humanism  are  dead  and  buried.  Belief  in  the 
inevitability  of  progress  and  the  innate  goodness  of 
man  has  been  replaced  by  a  mood  of  cynicism  and 
despair.  Oswald  Spengler  wrote:  "Mankind  has  no 
aim,  no  idea,  no  plan,  any  more  than  a  family  of 
butterflies  or  orchids."  History  is  endlessly 
repetitious,  having  neither  progress  nor  ultimate 
goal.  Spengler's  melancholy  was  shared  by  two 
fellow  historians,  H.G.  Wells  and  Edward  Gibbon.  In 
1939,  near  the  close  of  his  life,  a  disillusioned  Wells 
wrote : 

There  is  no  creed,  no  way  of  life  left  in  the  world  at 
all,  that  really  meets  the  need  of  the  time. there  is 
no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  the  order  of 
nature  has  any  greater  bias  in  favour  of  man  than  it 
had  in  favour  of  the  ichthyosaur  or  the  pterodactyl. 
In  spite  of  all  my  desperation  to  a  brave  looking 
optimism,  I  perceive  that  now  the  universe  is  bored 
with  him,  is  turning  a  hard  face  to  him,  and  I  see  him 
being  carried  less  and  less  intelligently  and  more 
and  more  rapidly,  suffering  as  every  ill-adapted 
creature  must  suffer  in  gross  and  detail,  along  the 
stream  of  fate,  to  degradation,  suffering  and  death. 

Gibbon  came  to  much  the  same  conclusion  when  he 
admitted  that  history  is  "little  more  than  the  register 
of  the  crimes,  follies  and  misfortunes  of  mankind." 

The  root  problem  of  the  non-Christian  humanist  is 
the  sheer  pointlessness  of  existing  in  a  godless  world. 
The  director  of  the  British  Humanist  Association, 
H.J  Blackham,  admitted  that  "the  most  drastic 
objection  to  humanism  is  that  it  is  too  bad  to  be 
true."  Bertrand  Russell  summed  it  up  with 
characteristic  eloquence : 


That  man  is  the  product  of  causes  which  had  no 
prevision  of  the  end  they  were  achieving;  that  his 
origin,  his  growth,  his  hopes  and  fears,  his  loves  and 
his  beliefs,  are  but  the  outcome  of  accidental 
collocations  of  atoms;  that  no  fire,  no  heroism,  no 
intensity  of  thought  and  feeling,  can  preserve  an 
individual  life  beyond  the  grave;  that  all  the  labour 
of  the  ages,  all  the  devotion,  all  the  inspiration,  all 
the  noonday  brightness  of  human  genius,  are 
destined  to  extinction  in  the  vast  death  of  the  solar 
system,  and  that  the  whole  temple  of  Man's 
achievement  must  inevitably  be  buried  beneath  the 
debris  of  a  universe  in  ruins-all  these  things,  if  not 
quite  beyond  dispute,  are  yet  so  nearly  certain,  that 
no  philosophy  which  rejects  them  can  hope  to  stand. 
Only  within  the  scaffolding  of  these  truths,  only  on 
the  firm  foundation  of  unyielding  despair,  can  the 
soul's  habitation  henceforth  be  safely  built  (A  Free 
Man's  Worship,  1918) 

Testimonies  of  this  kind  from  non-Christian 
awakening  to  the  logic  of  their  own  position  could  be 
added  from  an  unnumbered  host-from  Sartre, 
Camus,  Heidegger,  Durant,  Voltaire,  Strauss  and 
many  more.  The  unbounded  optimism  of  Western 
man  has  reached  exhaustion,  and  he  faces  his  own 
extinction  in  his  own  manufactured  hell. 

This  despair  is  vividly  portrayed  in  the  writings 
of  Franz  Kafka.  In  his  novels  and  short  stories  Kafka 
gives  literary  expression  to  the  philosophy  of 
Friedrich  Nietzsche.  Kafka  is  a  modern  man.  His 
gods  have  disappeared  and  his  men  are  dying.  His 
foothold  in  reality  is  based  upon  the  conviction  that 
there  is  no  foothold  possible.  In  all  his  work,  THE 
CASTLE,  THE  TRIAL,  AMERICA,  anguish  and 
ambiguity  are  at  the  heart  of  things.  The  future  is 
always  bleak,  impenetrable,  and  menacing.  A  heavy 
pall  of  sadness  hangs  over  everything.  He  leaves  his 
reader  alone,  in  the  cold,  black,  wintry  night.  The 
senseless  fatality  of  his  characters  is  rooted  in  the 
empty  futility  which  life  in  a  godless  world  inherit. 
Kafka  knows  no  dancing  at  the  tomb  of  God.  He  turns 
aside  and  weeps. 

This  sense  of  metaphysical  despair  receives  a  full 
exposition  in  the  "theatre  of  the  absurd"  movement. 
This  group  of  playwrights,  including  Samuel 
Beckett,  Eugene  Ionesco,  Harold  Pinter,  and  Jean 
Genet,  has  dedicated  itself  to  depicting  the  absolute 
emptiness  of  life.  They  achieve  this  aim  by  em- 
ploying an  effective  technique-the  use  of  nonsense 
language.  By  dramatically  altering  the  structure  of 
normal  language  and  syntax,  these  writers  create  an 
experience  of  absurdity  in  the  audience.  The  "ab- 
surd" may  be  defined  as  the  disparity  seen  between 
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dilemma.  Beckett  reveals  his 
these  words: 

How  am  I,  an  a-temporal  beir 
and  space,  to  escape  from  my  ii 
know  that  outside  space  and  ti 
that  I,  in  the  ultimate  depths 
Nothing  also? 

Artists  expression  is  given  tc 
by  Francis  Bacon,  one  of  Brita 
His  major  theme  is  the  sheer  ho 
canvases  are  full  of  screaming 
and  gory  slabs  of  beef.  From 
Bacon  paints  man  "in  the  hell  i 
artist  himself  is  addicted  to  g 
finest  work  in  a  drunken  state.  I 
all  over  his  life  and  work.  Yet  h 
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anded  on  an  island  (boat- 
e  journey  of  life)  completely 
iman  innocence.  We  all  live 
aves  of  man's  pretensions  to 
/  are  torn  away.  In  the  mirror 
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are  almost  completely  exhausted.  Two  factors  are 
sufficient  to  explain  his  current  bankruptcy. 

1.  The  intrinsic  Logic  of  His  Postion 

The  dilemma  of  modern  humanism  can  be  ex- 
plained with  terrifying  simplicity.  Matter  plus  time 
plus  chance  equals  zero!  If  man  is  the  illegitimate 
offspring  of  a  thoughtless  parent  order,  the  mockery 
of  fortuitous  chance,  his  significance  is  nil.  There  is 
no  conceivable  way  to  construct  a  meaningful 
dwelling  for  man  upon  the  uncongenial  foundations 
of  chaos  and  accident.  Modern  man  has  simply  come 
to  realize  the  logical  implications  of  his  foolish 
autonomy  and  is  beginning  to  pay  the  price.  Sartre 
was  right,  this  fact  ought  to  give  him  nausea.  The 
further  man  moves  toward  epistemological  self- 
consciousness  as  a  non-Christian,  the  closer  he  will 
come  to  mhilism  and  despair.  The  more  consistent, 
the  less  happy.  The  equation  of  naturalism  is  simple, 
but  devastating. 

2.  Man's  Inhumanity  to  Man 

Alfred  Lord  Tennyson  saw  man  moving  forward 
and  upward,  working  out  the  beast,  and  letting  ape 
and  tiger  die.  But  that  was  the  nineteenth  century. 
The  beast  in  man  refused  to  die.  Instead  he  grew 
larger.  The  optimistic  hope  for  the  educated,  moral 
man  of  tomorrow  never  crystallized.  The  heart  is 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  corrupt" 
(Jer.  17:9).  Whereas  it  was  once  ridiculed,  the 
doctrine  of  original  sin  is  again  respected  as  an 
essential  insight  into  human  nature.  Before  any 
humanistic  Utopia  can  be  reached,  a  transformation 
in  the  human  factor  must  be  made.  A  possibility  of 
this  exists  in  the  New  Being  of  the  gospel,  but  little 
hope  remains  outside  its  boundaries.  Man  is  at  the 
end  of  his  tether.  The  facts  of  history  discourage  him, 
and  the  logic  of  naturalism  crushes  him.  A  cry  goes 
up  to  heaven,  "How  long?" 

The  death  of  hope  leads  directly  to  the  hope  for 
death.  For  man  still  cherishing  his  ideals,  death  is  an 
enemy.  But  to  him  whose  life  is  pointless,  death  is  a 
sweet  savior.  Hemingway  embraced  it  as  his 
messiah.  Camus  named  suicide  as  the  only  truly 
serious  philosophical  problem.  Death,  without 
further  possibility  of  good  or  evil,  is  preferable  to 
life  without  hope.  The  set  of  choices  is  admittedly  a 
bleak  one,  but  it  is  all  the  choice  the  non-Christian 
has  left.  Preoccupation  with  death  is  a  distinguishing 
mark  of  our  time.  The  "death  of  God"  controversy 
ought  to  be  set  in  its  proper  context.  Our  era 
Heidegger,  Kafka,  and  Bacon  is  a  sure  sign  of  a 
collapsingculture.Aphilosophy  of  life  which  does  not 
make  its  terms  with  death  cannot  hope  to  survive. 


For  most  people  it  is  a  topic  as  distasteful  to  discuss 
as  it  is  impossible  to  evade.  Yet  it  is  the  source  of  the 
deepest  anguish  in  the  human  breast.  Death,  a  fall 
into  a  bottomless  void,  strikes  fear  to  the  heart. 
Modern  man  is  fast  approaching  the  place  where  he 
hates  life  and  fears  death.  His  only  hope  lies  with 
Him  who  can  extract  the  sting  from  death,  and  grant 
a  more  abundant  life. 

The  rising  curve  of  contemporary  secularism  has 
almost  reached  the  point  of  complete  cynicism. 
From  this  point  the  line  may  turn  in  a  parabola  to  a 
new  basis  for  hope,  either  in  a  new  mysticism 
grounded  in  the  creative  imagintion  (the  existential 
way),  or  back  to  the  historical  Christian  faith,  on 
which  foundation  a  durable  cultural  edifice  could  be 
constructed.  Victor  Hugo  wrote,  "There  is  nothing  so 
powerful  in  all  the  world  as  an  idea  whose  time  has 
come."  It  is  surely  the  time  for  a  vigorous 
restatement  of  the  Christian  faith  in  the  firm  con- 
fidence that  is  restoration  to  the  basis  of  our  culture 
would  lead  our  nation  to  health  and  vigor  again. 

The  radical  unmasking  required  today  cannot  be 
done  by  evangelicals  who  are  culturally  barren, 
however.  Where  there  is  no  serious  interest  in 
literature  and  the  arts,  there  can  be  no  effective 
communication  of  the  gospel  to  our  contemporaries 
at  large.  Each  Christian  does  not  need  to  be  a  literary 
critic  himself,  but  his  ears  ought  to  be  attuned  to  the 
sound  of  his  world,  and  the  Christian  community 
should  be  a  place  in  which  these  interests  are  en- 
couraged, not  shunned.  In  general  Christians  are 
culturally  uninformed;  much  liketheman  who,  when 
asked  if  he  had  purchased  the  new  Random  House 
Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,  replied,  "I'm 
waiting  for  the  film  version."  Until  we  stop  relying 
on  instant-culture,  the  abbreviated  book  and  the 
weekly  digest,  the  task  of  effective  evangelism  will 
not  get  done.  Cultural  and  spiritual  growth  are 
related.  The  enlarged  capacity  created  by  an  ap- 
petite for  a  wider  spectrum  of  cultural  interest  will 
increase  our  intake  ability  for  spiritual  truth  too. 

It  is  sadly  ironical  that  those  best  acquainted  with 
our  culture  seldom  have  answers  to  its  dilemmas, 
while  those  with  the  answer  hide  their  treasure 
behind  barricades  of  ignorance.  The  Christian  life 
ought  to  exhibit  richness,  not  poverty.  Only  thus  can 
we  hope  to  penetrate  the  defenses  of  those  who  perish 
through  want  of  a  vision.  Our  generation  will  not  be 
impressed  with  the  language  of  Zion,  the  mouthing  of 
empty  cliches.  If  we  hope  to  change  our  culture,  we 
will  have  to  change  our  lives,  and  take  the  gospel 
seriously.  A  clear  demonstration  of  the  existence  of 
God  is  called  for  in  every  sector  of  life  and  culture.  It 
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Many  people  quarrel  with  the  use  of  the  word, 
"revolution"  to  describe  the  work  of  the  church  in 
today's  world.  The  argument  against  the  term  rests 
on  two  bases,  and  it  would  be  helpful  in  un- 
derstanding present  usage-if  those  two  objections 
were  dealt  with. 

The  first  concern  is  one  that  I  sympathize  with 
because  it  is  rooted  in  a  correct  understanding  of  The 
New  Testament.  To  some,  "revolution" 
automatically  connotes  violence,  perhaps  to  the 
point  of  the  violent  overthrow  of  government.  And 
violence  in  the  sense  of  doing  injury  to  others  is 
consistently  condemned  by  Jesus.  Perhaps 
"revolution"  is  a  poor  word  choice  for  this  reason, 
but  only  if  the  reader  cannot  overcome  his  initial 
negativism.  Two  thoughts  might  help  at  this  point. 
First  of  all,  there  is  a  sense  in  which  violence  IS 
commended  to  us  in  The  New  Testament.  Jesus 
speaks  of  the  "violent"  entry  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  And  He  comes  to  bring  a  sword  and  to  cast  fire 
upon  the  earth.  No  man  can  easily  and  naturally 
embrace  Jesus  Christ  without  sharp,  abrasive 
conflict  with  his  old  self  and  his  world.  This  is  the 
violence  of  Kingdom  entry  and  the  anguish  of  the 
daily  carrying  out  of  Kingdom  precepts.  Secondly, 
even  though  the  term  "revolution"  has  come  to 
connote  violence,  the  pure  sense  of  the  word  should 
imply  the  OPPOSITE  of  violence.  For  nothing  is 
more  traditional  and  more  status  quo  in  our  society 
than  violence.  Beginning  with  the  birth  of  our  nation, 
evidenced  by  every  major  social  change  from  the 
labor  movement  to  civil  rights,  and  inherent  in  our 
foreign  policy,  violence  is,  as  someone  has  said,  as 
American  as  apple  pie.  In  miniature  ways  our  own 
individual  lives  sow  the  seeds  of  violence  and  on  a 
grotesque  and  gigantic  scale  the  world  reaps  the 
fruit  of  our  lives.  Against  this  backdrop,  nothing  is 
more  revolutionary  in  a  true  sense  than  non- 
violence. Every  violent  revolution  is  a  contradiction 
in  terms,  a  subtle  perpetuation  of  the  status  quo. 

And  that  brings  us  to  the  second  concern  that  many 
express  in  opposition  to  the  use  of  the  term  under 
discussion.  With  this  concern  I  have  no  sympathy, 
for  it  is  rooted  in  a  20th  century  perversion  of 
Christianity  that  bears  no  resemblance  to  the 
genuine  New  Testament  faith.  Some  would  in  the 
name  of  Christ  bless  the  status  quo  and  fashion  the 
church  as  its  arch-protector.  They  would  object,  if 
they  had  the  courage  to  articulate  their  life  style,  to 
even  the  benign  revolution.  Justice,  mercy,  and 
kindness  are  ideals  relevant  only  in  the  life  to  come. 
The  Kingdom  is  in  no  sense  "among  us."  The  day  of 
salvation,  except  in  the  sterility  of  the  hidden  soul,  is 
not  today.  The  Christian  position  in  the  world  is  one 
of  passive  waiting.  There  is  no  ringing  demand  for 
national  or  personal  repentance.  Only  a  gentle 
osmosis  into  the  universal  family  of  a  broad-minded 
God! 


Recently  a  local  church  gave  this  reason  for  its 
refusal  to  engage  in  a  missionary  undertaking:  "We 
have  not  changed  our  budget,  our  personnel,  or  our 
program  for  three  years."  There  is  no  place  for  any 
revolution  here.  And  God  has  not  changed  his  opinion 
of  such  security  for  2000  years:  "Repent.  If  you  do 
not  wake  up,  I  shall  come  to  you  like  a  thief,  without 
telling  you  at  what  hour  to  expect  me."  (Revelation 
3:3) 

So  for  want  of  a  better  term,  we  hold  to  the 
denotation  of  "revolution"  to  define  the  work  of- 
Christ  in  the  world.  What  are  the  roots  of  such  action? 
I  think  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  the  church  has  its 
ROOTS  and  its  FRUITS  and  the  two  are  to  be  clearly 
distinguished.  The  roots  of  the  revolution  are  in 
Jesus  Christ.  We  can  hardly  argue  with  that 
statement,  and  yet  I  think  that  the  fife  of  even  the 
true  Church  tends  to  ignore  its  truth.  Because  when 
we  think  in  terms  of  revolution  our  first  thought  is 
"What  needs  to  be  changed?"  And  so  we  search  for 
an  issue  and  for  an  appropriate  way  that  we  as 
Christians  can  meet  that  issue.  The  roots  of  this  kind 
of  thinking  are  in  "What's  wrong  with  society?" 
rather  than  in  "Who  is  Jesus  Christ?"  I  am  and  must 
be  a  revolutionary  because  I  know  Him.  I  know  His 
words  and  His  life,  and  I  know  in  my  guts  the  power 
of  His  ressurection,  and  not  because  I  think  I  know 
the  world's  diseases.  With  knowledge  of  the  world 
comes  frustration.  With  knowledge  of  Christ  comes 
power. 

God  really  has  two  purposes  with  us,  as  He  did  with 
the  nation  Israel.  First  He  wants  to  create  in  us  a 
pure  and  obedient  people  of  God;  secondly  He  wants 
to  channel  through  us  His  blessing  to  all  nations.  In 
other  words,  He  wants  to  revolutionize  our  lives  and 
the  life  of  the  world.  The  two  purposes  go  hand  in 
hand,  but  the  former  is  more  basic,  because  the 
former  is  really  the  roots  of  the  outward  revolution.  I 
am  rooted  in  Christ,  therefore,  my  life  has  been 
revolutionized  from  within,  and  the  fruit  of  that 
change  is  a  "world  turned  upside  down." 

So  long  as  I  continue  to  care  what  people  think  of 
me,  I  will  never  be  a  Christian  revolutionary.  When  I 
begin  to  care  what  God  thinks  of  me,  I  won't  have  to 
give  a  second  thought  to  being  a  revolutionary.  I  will 
be  one  naturally  and  of  necessity.  And  fruit  will  be 
forthcoming  which  cannot  be  described  in  advance, 
because  I  cannot  now  imagine  where  the  knowledge 
of  God  will  lead  me-what  nourishment  I  will  receive 
from  being  rooted  in  Christ.  This  is  precisely  what 
makes  the  Christian  life  so  exciting  for  those  who  try 
it  and  so  impossible  for  those  who  have  to  say  good- 
by  to  their  friends,  bury  their  fathers,  or  build 
bigger  barns. 

Have  you  come  to  grips  with  the  fact  that  Christ 
came  to  bring  a  sword  to  your  own  life,  that  you  can 
no  longer  serve  God  and  the  world,  that  you  cannot 
enter  His  Kingdom  on  Sunday  and  otherwise  bless 
the  status  quo  of  the  Kingdom  of  this  world? 
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POINT  PARK 


In  order  to  share  with  you  the  situation  with  the 
Point  Park  Fellowship  with  Christ  we  must  look  at 
three  areas:  last  year,  the  scriptures,  and  the 
present  situation. 

First  to  understand  the  way  God  has  led  us  to  the 
present  situation  we  must  consider  the  spring 
semester  of  1971.  This  is  when  our  fellowship  actually 
got  started.  Deciding  to  meet  once  a  week,  our 
meetings  consisted  mainly  of  a  study  of  the  Gospel  of 
John,  discussion  and  prayer.  But  once  a  week  was 
not  enough,  and  people  were  not  getting  involved  in 
the  discussions. 

From  there  our  thoughts,  hopefully  led  by  God, 
concerning  the  coming  semester  were  discussed  at 
the  very  fulfilling  four  day  conference  at  Thiel 
College.  We  decided  it  would  be  profitable  and  God's 
will  for  us  to  get  to  know  the  scriptures,  and  in  doing 
so  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  Also  in  spending  time 
together,  get  to  know  ourselves,  We  realized  that  we 
need  to  be  healed  and  brought  together  into  a  unity  as 
Christ's  disciples  were.  So,  considering  the  time 
Jesus  spent  before  his  ministry  began  and  the  power 
of  God  in  Him  and  his  assurance  of  his  Sonship,  we 
feel  that  taking  this  whole  year  to  work  for  the  seme 
goal  as  Christ  did,  we  will  be  doing  the  will  of  our 
Father. 

The  basis  for  our  leading  is  obviously  the  scrip- 
tures. Specifically  the  Gospel  of  John  Chapter  17.  We 
see  in  this  chapter  Christ  repeatedly  praying  that  his 
disciples  would  be  one  as  he  and  his  father  are  one, 
(verses,  11, 20-23)  in  order  that  the  world  would  know 
who  Jesus  is.  Our  aim  as  a  body  of  Christ  is  to 
proclaim  the  good  news  of  a  personal  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  in  taking  the  time  to 
become  mature  through  The  Spirit  of  Jesus  we  are 
evangelizing  to  the  people  of  Point  Park  College.  We 
must  take  into  consideration  that  it  was  the  unity 
between  Jesus  and  his  Father  that  brought  the  first 
disciples  to  know  that  Jesus  was  sent  by  God  (v.  7,8). 
Likewise,  if  we  are  to  be  disciples  of  Christ  we  too 
shall  realize  and  see  the  same  unity  and  become  one. 
Christ  realized  that  we  cannot  become  a  unity  in 
Christ  on  our  own,  for  he  said  in  John  17:  26-"I  made 
know  to  them  thy  name,  and  I  will  make  it  known, 
that  the  love  with  which  thou  hast  loved  me  may  be  in 
them,  and  I  in  them."  We  see  here  that  not  only  has 
Christ  made  it  known  that  he  is  from  God,  and  by 
keeping  God's  word  we  become  one  in  Christ  but  also 
that  the  love  which  God  has  for  his  son  Jesus  can  also 
be  in  us.  And  the  assurance  that  we  can  be  one  in 
Christ  is  that  He  is  abiding  in  us.  Without  Jesus 
Christ  we  cannot  become  united. 

Thus,  knowing  God's  love  through  Christ  we  can 
now  look  at  the  present  situation  with  our  fellowship. 
We  see  ourselves  at  the  point  where  we  are  being 
taught  by  Him,  Letting  Him  make  "Thy  name 
manifest"  in  us.  (v.6).  Since  he  has  taught  us,  we 
have  realized  that  just  by  accepting  Jesus  as  our 
Lord  and  Savior  our  problems  are  not  solved.  Many 
things  are  troubling  us.  Some  of  us  are  having 
problems  with  our  pride,  conflicting  personalities, 
while  others  are  having  problems  with  sex,  and  boy, 
girl  relationships.  Also  others  dislike  College  very 
much,  while  still  others  have  difficulties  with  their 
home  situations.  So  we  have  many  problems  and 
things  are  not  peaceful  and  beautiful  because  we 
have  found  Jesus.  But  we  do  know  where  to  find  the 
answers.  We  do  know  that  Christ  is  working  in  us  to 
solve  them ,  to  free  us  from  them.  We  do  know  that  we 
can  pray  to  Him.  We  do  know  that  there  is  a  real  joy 
to  following  Jesus,  because  we  do  know  that  he  loves 
us  more  than  we  can  comprehend.  Out  of  this  tension 
of  frustration  comes  real  men  and  women  of  God. 
This  tension  will  either  make  us  into  strong,  radical 
disciples  of  Christ  or  break  us  into  running  away  and 
hiding  from  this  pressured  tension.  Hopefully,  if  we 
let  Christ  work  through  our  problems,  we  will,  out  of 
necessity,  share  ourselves  with  each  other. 
Therefore  in  doing  so,  and  keeping  the  word  of  God 
alive  in  our  lives,  we  will  become  one  as  Jesus  and 
his  father  are  one.  In  becoming  one,  we  give  our- 
selves totally  to  Him,  and  become  Dedicated  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  The  ultimate  consequences  of  this  is 
that  because  of  the  unity  of  followers  the  world  and 
Point  Park  College  will  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
God's  son  and  savior. 

Those  of  you  who  are  interested  in  understanding 
the  unity  of  Jesus  Christ  and  would  like  to  become  a 
part  of  it  or  just  talk  to  us  about  please  feel  free  to 
come  to  where  we  meet.  We  get  together  every 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  3:00  in  Room  209 
Academic  Hall,  and  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at 
11 :00  in  the  same  room."On  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  we  look  into  the  scriptures,  presently  we  are 
studying  the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  On  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  we  mainly  discuss  anything  that  comes  up. 

Sharon  Hogan 
Sig  Tragard 
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We  are  happy  to  announce  the  opening  of  the  Ligonier 
Valley  Study  Center  located  off  Route  No.  130  west,  near 
Stahlstown,  Pa.  The  Study  Center,  patterned  after  the 
L'Abri  Fellowship  in  Switzerland  offers  opportunity  for 
in-depth  study  of  Biblical,  Theological,  and  Philosophical 
material.  The  Study  Center  is  open  to  all  interested 
people;  but  is  particularly  designed  to  offer  educational 
programs  for  Christian  Leaders  who  do  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  seminary. 

Lectures,  seminars,  discussions  are  supplemented  by 
tapes  and  reading  lists  in  the  areas  mentioned  above. 
Except  at  specifically  designated  periods,  the  courses 
are  non-credit  in  nature.  Housing  accommodations 
follow  a  community-type  pattern  and  resident  students 
participate  in  work  assignments  necessary  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  buildings  and  grounds.  Recreation 
facilities  include  hiking,  field  sports  and  access  to 
nearby  ski,  hunting  and  fishing  areas. 

The  Study  Center  is  under  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
James  E.  Thompson.  Jim  Thompson  recently  left  an 


executive  position  with  the  Procter  and  Gamble  Co.  of 
Cincinnati  to  serve  in  this  new  position  as  well  as  to 
direct  the  production  and  management  of  Campus 
Tapes. 

Drs.  R.  C.  Sproul  is  the  scholarin-residence 
responsible  for  most  of  the  lectures.  R.  C.  Sproul 
formerly  served  on  the  faculties  of  Westminister  College, 
Grodon  College  and  the  Conwell  School  of  Theology, 
where  he  taught  in  the  area  of  Theological  and 
Philosophical  Studies. 

Students  who  are  interested  in  receiving  more  details 
of  the  Study  program  regarding  course-offerings, 
schedules,  fees,  etc..  are  requested  to  write  to: 

Mr.  Jim  Thompson 

Ligonier  Valley 

Study  Center 

Stahlstown,  Pa.  15687 

or  Phone 

412-593-700 
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ALLEGHENY  COLLEGE 

Sunday,  9:00  -  Bible  Study,  Red  Room  at  Student 
Union 

Wednesday,  8:30  -  Meeting,  Park  House  or  Red  Room 
of  Student  Union 

November  17,  8:00  -  The  Newine  Activity  Room 

November  19-20  •  Koionie  Speakers,  Ted  Swichler  and 
Ladon  Sheets 
ASHLAND  COLLEGE 

Sunday,  9:00  a.m.  •  Jacobs  Hall,  Meeting;  9:00  p.m.  • 
Campus  Crusade 

Wednesday,  7:30  -  Alpha  Theta 

Thursday,  9:30  -  All  Campus  Worship  Service 

Thursday,  10:00  a.m.  -  Bible  Study,  Clergymen 

Friday  &  Saturday  Night  •  Ashland  Power  &  Light 
Coffeehouse 

November   13,   6:30  -  The  Newine,  Hugo  Young 
Theater 
CLARION  COLLEGE 

Monday,  7:30  ■  Meeting,  216  Old  Science  Hall 

Tuesday,  6:30  -  Leadership  Training,  63  Pearce    HALL 

November  16  •  The  Newine 
EDINBORO  COLLEGE 

Saturday,  8:00  -  Prayer  Night,  Presbyterian  Church, 
Westminster  Hall 

Sunday,  8:00  -  Inter-Varsity  Meeting,  C  itact  Karen 
Buchart,  Earp  Hall,  734-9834 

Monday,  8:00  -  Newman  Center,  Contact  Sister  Mary 

Bernard  ,,     u 

Monday,  9:30  -  Evening  Prayers  at  Christian  House, 

309  Meadville  Ave.; 

Tuesday,  9:30  (same); 

Thursday, 

9:30  (same) 

Wednesday,   8:00  -   Prayer   Night   for   Christians, 
Westminster  Hall 

November  12  •  The  Newine 
GROVE  CITY  COLLEGE 

Wednesday,   7:30  •   Rear   book  room   of   Library, 
Evangelistic  Meeting 

Thursday  •  Leadership  Training 

Friday,  7:30  -  Bible  Study,  At  Coffee  House  in  Gym 

November  10,  8:00  •  The  Newine,  Recreation  Building 

SLIPPERY  ROCK  COLLEGE 

Wednesday.  9:00  -  Leadership  Training,  204  Vincent 

Hall 

Friday,  6:30  -  Leadership  Training,  Contact  Pete 
Gannoway,  543  Center  St.,  794-8587 

November  9  •  The  Newine 

November  12-14    Retreat,  Seneca  Hills  Contact  Pete 
Gannoway 
WOOSTER  COLLEGE 

Wednesday,  6:30  a.m.  -  Bible  Study 

Wednesday,  7:30  p.m   -  Campus  Christians 


BETHANY  &  WEST  LIBERTY 

Mondays,  8:00  P.M.,  416  Pineview  Dr.,  West  Liberty 
Campus,  Fellowship  and  Bible  Study. 

SACRED  ROCK  CONCERT 

1st  Presbyterian  Church,  Downtown.  Nov.  8  12-1, 
Free.  Jointly  sponsored  by  First  Pres.  Church  &  Pitt- 
sburgh Power  &  Light. 

The  New  Wine 

PITTSBURGH  POWER  t  LIGHT  COMPANY 

Tuesdays  -  3:30  P.M.,  Bible  Study 
Friday  Nights  ■  8:30  -  \2:00,  Live  music 
Open  weekdays     7:00-5:00 

CARNEGIE  MELLON 

Skibo  Hall,  Rm.  39.  Da'ly  12:30.  Prayer  Meeting. 
5L  Morewood  Gardens,  Mondays    9:00  P.M.,  prayer 
Action  Groups,  inter  varsity,  groups  of  4,  new  people 
invited.  See  Tom  Diller  or  Janie  Bridiguin. 

POINT  PARK 

209  Academic  Hall,  Mon.,  Wed.  and  Fri.  3:00  P.M. 
Bible  study. 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  Discussion. 

INDIANA  UNIV. 

Greystone  Presbyterian  Church,  Sundays  at  7:15  p.m., 
large  Charismatic  service. 

Union  Lecture  Lounge,  inter  varsity,  1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  7:00  p.m. 

Chi  Alpha  meetings,  2nd  &  4th  Thursday  of  each 
month. 

1030  Washington  Street,  Wednesday  at  8:00  p.m., 
Bible  study. 

House  of  Light,  Saturday  nights.  East  end  of 
Philadelphia  St.  Bible  study. 

Graystone  Church,  Sundays  at  9:45  A.M.  University 
Sunday  School. 

Multi  Media  Show  -  Nov.  4. 

New  Wine,  Gospel-Blues  Group.  Field  House,  Nov.  17. 

UNIV.  OF  Pin 

Student  Union,  Dining  Room  A.  Hugh  Brom,  7:00 
p.m.,  Oct.  12  thru  Nov.  16,  lecture  series. 

Bellfield  Church,  Thursdays,  10:00  p.m..  Worship  and 
Healing  service. 

FCA,  Thursdays,  7:30  p.m.,  Bellfield  Church. 
Outreach.  Mondays,  7:30  p.m.,  Bellfield  Church, 
Discipleship. 

Bellfield  Church  Sundays  -  9:45  A.M.  Electives: 
Lecture  &  Study  series,  Inspiration  &  Authority  of 
Scripture;  Old  Testament  Prophets,  World  Religions. 
Giving  Away  Your  Faith. 

Faculty  -  Student  Luncheon.  Wednesdays,  12:00, 
Bellfield  Church. 

Bellfield  Church,  High  School  Bible  Study.  Mondays, 
8:00  P.M. 
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